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The Path to Victory

TERMS & NAMES
Lord Cornwallis
guerrillas
pacifist
Battle of Yorktown

MAIN IDEA

WHY IT MATTERS NOW

Seeking Loyalist support, the British
invaded the South—but ultimately
lost the war there.

For more than two centuries, the
American Revolution has inspired
other people to fight tyranny.

ONE AMERICAN’S STORY
Patriot Nancy Hart glared at the five armed Loyalists who
burst into her Georgia cabin. Tradition says that the men
had shot her last turkey and ordered her to cook it for
them. Raids like this were common in the South, where
feuding neighbors used the war as an excuse to fight each
other. Both Patriots and Loyalists took part in the raids.
Many women and children had moved out of Georgia, but
the six-foot-tall, freckled Hart chose to stay and fight. She
could shoot a gun as accurately as any man.
As she prepared the food, Hart planned her attack.
When dinner was ready, the men sat down to eat. Seizing
one of their muskets, Hart quickly shot and killed one man
and wounded another. She kept the gun aimed on the others as her
daughter ran for help. A group of nearby Patriots arrived and hanged
the Loyalists.

The state of Georgia named
a county after Nancy Hart,
who is shown here holding
Loyalists prisoner.

As Nancy Hart’s story demonstrates, the fighting between Patriots
and Loyalists in the South was vicious. In this section, you will learn
why the British war effort shifted to the South and why it failed.

Savannah and Charles Town
The British believed that most Southerners were Loyalists. Because of
this, in 1778 the British decided to move the war to the South. After
three years of fighting in the North, the British were no closer to victory.
Although they had captured Northern cities, they couldn’t control the
countryside because they did not have enough troops to occupy it. The
British believed that if they gained territory in the South, Southern
Loyalists would hold it for them.
The British also expected large numbers of Southern slaves to join
them because they had promised to grant the slaves freedom. Although
thousands of African Americans did run away to join the British, not all
of them were set free. Instead, some British officers sold African
Americans into slavery in the West Indies.
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A. Drawing
Conclusions Why
was it an advantage to be able
to move troops
between the
West Indies and
the South?
A. Answer They
could cover both
areas with a
smaller number of
troops by shifting
them as needed.

12:18 PM

Page 191

Page 2 of 5

Britain’s West Indian colonies were a third reason the British invaded
the South. Southern seaports were closer to the West Indies, where
British troops were stationed. If the British captured Southern ports,
they could move troops back and forth between the two regions.
In December 1778, the British captured the port of Savannah,
Georgia. Using Savannah as a base, they then conquered most of
Georgia. In 1780, a British army led by General Henry Clinton landed
in South Carolina. They trapped American forces in Charles Town (now
Charleston), which was the largest Southern city. When the city’s 5,000
defenders surrendered, the Americans lost almost their entire Southern
army. It was the worst American defeat of the war.

The Swamp Fox and Guerrilla Fighting

B. Evaluating
What do you
think was most
responsible for
the American loss
at Camden?
B. Possible
Response Gates’s
poor decisionmaking in fighting with weak
soldiers and not
placing his troops
properly

After that loss, Congress assigned General Horatio Gates—the victor at
Saratoga—to form a new Southern army. Continental soldiers led by
Baron de Kalb formed the army’s core. Gates added about 2,000 new
and untrained militia. He then headed for Camden, South Carolina, to
challenge the army led by the British general Lord Cornwallis.
On the way, a band of Patriots from South Carolina approached Gates.
“Their number did not exceed 20 men and boys, some white, some black,
and all mounted, but most of them miserably equipped,”
wrote an officer. Their leader was Francis Marion, called
the “Swamp Fox.” He provided Gates with helpful
knowledge of South Carolina’s coastal swamplands.
BATTLE TACTICS
Gates sent Marion to destroy boats on the Santee River
A difference in battle tactics
behind Camden. (See the map on page 193.) This would
affected future warfare. British
soldiers marched shoulder to
cut off British communications with Charles Town.
shoulder in three rows. When
In August 1780, Gates’s army ran into British troops
they neared the enemy, the first
outside Camden. The Americans were in no condition
row knelt, the second crouched,
to fight. They were out of supplies and half-starved.
and the third remained standing.
They all fired without aiming.
Even worse, Gates put the inexperienced militia along
The Americans were better
part of the frontline instead of behind the veterans.
shots. They often marched in
When the British attacked, the militia panicked and
rows, but sometimes they hid in
woods or behind walls to take
ran. Gates also fled, but Kalb remained with his solaim. Guerrillas attacked swiftly,
diers and received fatal wounds. This second defeat in
then fled into the countryside.
the South ended Gates’s term as head of an army and
Those tactics succeeded and are
still used today. This photograph
caused American spirits to fall to a new low.
shows modern U.S. soldiers
After Camden, a small British force set out for
learning guerrilla tactics.
Charles Town with a column of American prisoners.
Marion’s band overwhelmed the British and freed the
prisoners. Fighting from a base in the swamps, Marion’s
men cut the British supply line that led inland and north
from Charles Town. Marion used the methods of a
guerrilla. Guerrillas are small bands of fighters who
weaken the enemy with surprise raids and hit-and-run
attacks. Both Patriots and Loyalists formed guerrilla
bands in the South. They carried out vicious raids.
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Artillery of the Revolution
Artillery—large guns and cannon—played a key role in the American
Revolution. The ability of these guns to kill and destroy from a distance
made them essential in war. One witness of a battle described the
destruction: “Many men were badly injured and mortally wounded by
the fragments of bombs, . . . their arms and legs severed or themselves
struck dead.” Most cannon used in the Revolution were made of cast
bronze. During the 1700s, artillery design did not change significantly.
However, artillery became more mobile (more easily moved).

After each shot, a soldier
sponged the inside of the
barrel. This put out sparks
and cleaned away any dirt
left from the last shot.

A soldier loaded the cannon
with gunpowder and a
cannonball. He did so by
ramming them down the
barrel.

Soldiers aimed the gun by
turning the entire carriage.
An instrument called a
quadrant told them how
high to raise the barrel to
reach their target.

Cannon were classified by the
weight of the iron ball they fired.
American artillery ranged from
3-pounders to 32-pounders.

Soldiers lit the cannon by applying a redhot wire or a tube of burning powder to a
touchhole drilled through the back of the
barrel, where the gunpowder lay. The
gunpowder exploded, forcing the projectile
out of the open end of the barrel.

CONNECT TO HISTORY
1. Recognizing Effects Why
would it be an advantage to an
army to have mobile artillery?
See Skillbuilder
Handbook, page R11.

CONNECT TO TODAY
In the 1700s, most cannon were
accurate at ranges of up to 1,000
yards. That is the length of ten
football fields laid end to end.

2. Researching Find information
about modern artillery in an
encyclopedia or on the Internet.
How did artillery change in the
20th century?
For more about artillery . . .

RESEARCH LINKS
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The Tide Turns
Even battles in the South sometimes turned vicious. One example was
the Battle of Kings Mountain, fought on the border of North and South
Carolina in October 1780. After surrounding a force of about 1,000
Loyalist militia and British soldiers, the Americans slaughtered most of
them. James P. Collins, a 16-year-old American, described the scene.
A V O I C E F R O M T H E PA S T
The dead lay in heaps on all sides, while the groans of the wounded were
heard in every direction. I could not help turning away from the scene before
me with horror and, though exulting in victory, could not refrain from
shedding tears.
James P. Collins, quoted in The Spirit of Seventy-Six
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In 1781, most of the fighting took
place in Virginia. In July of that year,
the British general Cornwallis set up
his base at Yorktown, located on a
peninsula in Chesapeake Bay. From
there, his army could receive supplies
by ship from New York.
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C. Contrasting
How did Greene’s
strategy as a general differ from
that of Gates at
Camden?
C. Possible
Response Greene
would not risk his
army in a large
battle like
Camden. He tried
to hurt the British
with as little harm
to his army as
possible.

Many of the dead had been shot or hanged after they surrendered. The
Americans killed them in revenge for Loyalist raids and an earlier incident in which the British had butchered Americans. Kings Mountain
was one of Britain’s first losses in the South. It soon suffered more.
Skillbuilder
After Gates’s defeat at Camden, Washington put a new general, Answers
Charles Town,
Nathanael Greene, in charge of the Southern army. Greene was one of 1.
Savannah
Washington’s most able officers. He had been a Quaker, but his church 2. Wilmington—
had cast him out because of his belief in the armed struggle against the Cornwallis; New
York—Washington
British. Most Quakers are pacifist, or opposed to war.
and Rochambeau
Under Greene’s command, the
American army avoided full-scale
battles, in which the British had the
edge because of superior firepower.
War in the South, 1778–1781
New
York
So the American forces let the British
Washington and
chase them around the countryside
Rochambeau
40°N
Valley Forge
American forces
and wear themselves out. When the
Ft. Pitt
and allies
MD.
Americans did fight, they did their
British forces
Lafayette
VA.
best to make sure the British suffered
American victory
British victory
heavy losses.
As the fighting dragged on into its
100 Miles
0
sixth year, opposition to the war grew
0
200 Kilometers
Yorktown
in Britain. As a result, some British
N.C.
35°N
leaders began to think that American
Kings Mt.
independence would not be so bad.
Cowpens
Wilmington

Br

i ti s

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER Interpreting Maps
1. Place What ports did the British use to invade the
South?
2. Movement Who traveled from Wilmington to
Yorktown, and who traveled from New York?
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The victorious
American forces
accept the British
surrender at
Yorktown. George
Washington is to
the left of the
American flag.

Washington saw Cornwallis’s decision as a golden opportunity. In
August 1781, a large French fleet arrived from the West Indies and
blocked Chesapeake Bay. These ships prevented the British from receiving supplies—and from escaping. They also allowed Washington to
come from the North and trap Cornwallis on the peninsula. Washington
had enough men to do this because a large French force led by General
Jean Rochambeau had joined his army.
Washington and Rochambeau moved south. When British ships tried
to reach Cornwallis, French ships drove them back. In the Battle of
Yorktown, the American and French troops bombarded Yorktown with
cannon fire, turning its buildings to rubble. Cornwallis had no way out.
On October 19, 1781, he surrendered his force of about 8,000.
Although some fighting continued, Yorktown was the last major battle of the war. When the British prime minister, Lord North, heard the
news, he gasped, “It is all over!” Indeed, he and other British leaders
were soon forced to resign. Britain’s new leaders began to negotiate a
peace treaty, which is discussed in the next section.

Section

3

Vocabulary
bombard: to
attack with
artillery

Assessment

1. Terms & Names

2. Taking Notes

3. Main Ideas

4. Critical Thinking

Explain the
significance of:

Use a chart like the one below
to list the geographic factors
that made the British move
their war effort to the South.

a. Why did the fighting
between Patriots and
Loyalists in the South turn
vicious?

Analyzing Causes How did
each of the following help
bring about the British
defeat at Yorktown?

b. What type of warfare did
Francis Marion and his men
employ?

THINK ABOUT
• the location chosen by
Cornwallis
• the French fleet
• the French troops under
Rochambeau
• Washington’s planning

•
•
•
•

Lord Cornwallis
guerrillas
pacifist
Battle of Yorktown

Physical
factors, such
as location

Human
factors, such
as who lived
there

Were the human factors as
helpful as the British hoped?
ACTIVITY OPTIONS

TECHNOLOGY
MUSIC
194

CHAPTER 7

c. How did Gates’s errors in
leadership contribute to the
American loss at Camden?

Imagine that Congress has asked you to commemorate the Battle of Yorktown.
Design a Web page or write a song celebrating the U.S. victory.

